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Electronic Device Policy

To maintain decorum at court proceedings and to ensure the safety and security ofall court users.

any form of video or audio recording or the taking of pictures inside of a courthouse remains
generally prohibited, except as expressly permitted by the Chief Administrative Judge, the Deputy
Chief Administrative Judge or a local designee - such as the local Administrative or Supervising
Judge - or as otherwise required by law.

To these same ends. no electronic devices, including cell phones, laptops. and/or tablet computers.
may be displayed. utilized, or operated inside of a courtroom. except by judges, court staff,
attomeys and their legal support staff and credentialed members of the working press. No
recording features ofthese devices may be used inside ofa courtroom with<rut express permission
from the presiding judge.

Recording in a UCS Facility Outside of a Courtroom

When court officers and other police, peace, and security officers are actively engaged in an arrest
or otherwise taking an individual into physical custody outside ofa courtroom, such ofllcers who
are providing security in a UCS courthouse should not seize recording devices or otherwise prevent
the video or audio recording ofthe incident by an individual not being placed under anest where
the individual recording does not otherwise physically interfere with the law enforcement activity

The Right to Monitor Act (Civil fughts Law g 79-p), effective July 14,2021, does give members
ofthe public the right to record law enforcement activity. While audio/video recording and the use

olelectronic devices in our court facilities and, particularly, our courtrooms remain subject to the
restrictions listed above, any policy or procedure related to the use of electronic devices in a
Unified Court System facility must be modified to comport with the direction listed below.
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Recording and Use in a UCS Facility Inside of a Courtroom

When an individual, not authorized to do so, displays a cell phone, laptop and/or tablet computer
or any other electronic device, or attempts to use, operate or record activity within a courtroom
using the same, court officers and other security oflicers should instrucl that individual that
recording and/or use of the device in a courtroom is prohibited and direct the individual to put
away the device. Unless there is suspicion or indicia of a violation of law, such as illegally
attempting to record witness testimony or witness/juror intimidation, or other compelling reason.
ifthe individual complies with the instructions, court officers or other security officers should not
seize or attempt to access the recording device. Ifthe individual fails to comply with instructions
to cease use and/or recording, they should be escorted and excluded from the courtroom. In the

case of an individuat suspected ol using a recording device to violale a law, that device may be

vouchered for safekeeping and evidence, as part ofa lawful investigation or arrest.

Where an electronic device is seized, the device should not be accessed nor should any data be
altered or deleted on the device without the express permission of a supervising officer ofthe rank
of major in New York City or the rank of assistant chief outside of New York City.

Signage

Courts should continue to post signage outside of courtrooms prohibiting the use ofall electronic
devices, including cell phones, laptops and/or tablet computers inside courtrooms without the
permission ofthe presiding judge.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and if you have any questions or concems, please do

not hesitate to contact us.

being recorded, such recording does not create an unreasonable risk to safety and security, or such
recording is not otherwise contrary to law (i.e., would be in direct contradiction ofa court order or
constitute witness/juror intimidation or harassment).

Michael Magliano


